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Desoldering Tip 


By Charles Verschuur 


Some desoldering tasks are just 
downright stubborn. Although you 
apply more than enough heat, that 
last bit of solder will just not budge. 
Sometimes the PCB tracks and con- 
nections are so delicate that disaster 
is imminent when attempting to use 
a ‘normal’ hard-tipped handheld sol- 
der sucker. With the simple modifi- 
cation shown here you stand to 
experience much less frustration at 
the repair, maintenance or prototyp- 
ing bench. 

Simply wipe the solder sucker tip 
clean, slide a 15-20 mm length of 
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flexible silicone rubber (or Teflon®) 
tubing over the tip so that approxi- 
mately 3 mm extends beyond the 
original tip. You then have a super 
solder sucker with a soft tip, which 
will become invaluable as a user and 
circuit-friendly tool. 

Silicone tubing may be obtained 
in various diameters from modellers 
shops. In petrol-pow ered models, sil- 
icone tubing is often used between 
the petrol tank and the carburettor. 
Teflon® tubing may be harder to find, 
look around in the amateur radio 
trade where it is used for high-volt- 


icharles@ iafrica.com 


i 


| 
Wm 


Q 















20 mm length of 


flexible silicone tubing 
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outside diameter 5.5 mm, 
inside diameter 4 mm 
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age and SHF circuits and antenna finishing. 
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